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All-In Clark County Publishes Climate 
Vulnerability Assessment 

 
More than 50 strategies were recommended through the All-In Clark 

County initiative to reduce long-term and short-term risks of climate change 
impacts in Clark County. That’s according to a recent Climate Vulnerability 
Assessment (CVA) developed and published by Clark County and 
community stakeholders, spearheaded by the County’s Department of 
Environment and Sustainability (DES).  
 

Preparing for the impacts of climate change and climate hazards—
rising temperatures, drought conditions and extreme precipitation events—
led Clark County leadership and community stakeholders to conduct a 
comprehensive climate vulnerability assessment to inform decisions toward 
making the region more resilient and sustainable for future generations. 
 

“Heat, drought, wildfire and flooding are putting the region and its resources at tremendous risk, moving 
forward,” said DES Director Marci Henson. “This assessment is important and necessary in providing us 
comprehensive picture of all our resources and current planning so we can determine the steps we need to 
take moving forward.” 
 
Vulnerability Rankings 

The Climate Vulnerability Assessment analyzed four planning subject areas—natural systems, 
infrastructure and facilities and people and community and transportation—against four main climate hazards: 
extreme heat, drought, wildfire and flooding. Natural systems such as water supply and aquatic/riparian 
habitats range from somewhat to highly vulnerable, depending on the climate hazards.  
 

“Between 1970 and 2018, Las Vegas became the fastest-warming city in the U.S. with the trend 
continuing. As extreme heat rises it will continue to put strains on our energy grid,” said Henson. “This 
assessment outlines long-range strategies to minimize risk of power outages and other infrastructure to ensure 
community resiliency without risking future resources.” 
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All-In Clark County Publishes Climate Vulnerability Assessment, cont.  
 
Priority Strategies 

Of the 57 strategies proposed in the Climate Vulnerability Assessment, 25 have been identified as high 
priority across four critical areas:  

• Natural Systems 
• Infrastructure and Facilities 
• People and Community 
• Regional Economy and Transportation 

 
For example, under People and Community, developing utility assistance and weatherization programs for 

low- and fixed-income individuals as well as improving existing programs is a top priority for mitigating 
vulnerability. 
 

“Low- and fixed-income residents often lack financial and material resources to prepare for or respond to 
climate hazards, both at and away from home (e.g., money for a new AC unit, car to access a cooling center),” 
the report states. “As Clark County develops initiatives that will reduce climate risk and increase resilience, this 
strategy is an opportunity to provide much needed financial support and technical assistance that will directly 
improve the living conditions of some of the County’s most socially vulnerable residents.” 
 
Methodology 

The Climate Vulnerability Assessment was developed using various data-gathering methods, including 
surveys, interviews, workshops and a baseline technical report that identified historical and projected future 
conditions in Clark County. Additionally, a climate vulnerability stakeholder working group was established. 
This group included subject matter experts representing all regional systems and community assets including 
regional and municipal governments, community organizations, utilities, transportation companies and many 
more. 
 
Next Steps 

With the Climate Vulnerability Assessment completed, the All-In Clark County initiative is now putting 
the finishing touches its Community Sustainability and Climate Action Plan, fulfilling a major goal for the 
initiative which was established two years ago. The community action plan will outline the tasks and steps to 
activate the Climate Vulnerability Assessment’s strategies and, ultimately, create a more resilient and more 
sustainable Clark County. 
 

In the meantime, a series of one-page action plans have been developed and broken down into four 
segments:  

• Businesses 
• Organizations & Advocates 
• Policymakers 
• Residents 

 
“Our path to climate resilience will require effort from all parts of our community,” said Henson. “We 

can’t do it alone, so we are providing roadmaps for everyone across all sectors to invest in our future by taking 
action now.” 
 
Climate Vulnerability Assessment (with a listing of all the stakeholders) may be found here. 
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About All-In Clark County 
All-In Clark County, an initiative to address climate change in the region, is comprised of a county 

operations plan as well as a community sustainability and climate action planning effort. The Clark County 
Board of Commissioners adopted the county operations plan in 2021.The now-completed greenhouse gas 
inventory and the climate vulnerability assessment are the foundational technical tools of the community plan 
and will provide vital information to combat the impacts of climate change in Clark County. 
 
About the Department of Environment and Sustainability 

The Department of Environment and Sustainability is the air pollution control agency, regional 
Endangered Species Act compliance program, and sustainability office for all of Clark County, Nevada. 
Established as the Department of Air Quality by the Clark County Commission in 2001, it was renamed in 2020 
and is comprised of three divisions: Air Quality, Desert Conservation Program and Office of Sustainability. 
Through these three divisions, DES is ensuring the air we share meets healthful, regulatory standards, 
administering the County's Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan and addressing climate change through 
the All-In Clark County initiative. 
 

Clark County is a dynamic and innovative organization dedicated to providing top-quality service with integrity, respect and 
accountability. With jurisdiction over the world-famous Las Vegas Strip and covering an area the size of New Jersey, Clark is the 
nation’s 11th-largest county and provides extensive regional services to 2.3 million citizens and 45.6 million visitors a year (2019). 
Included are the nation’s 7th-busiest airport, air quality compliance, social services and the state’s largest public hospital, University 
Medical Center. The County also provides municipal services that are traditionally provided by cities to 1 million residents in the 
unincorporated area. Those include fire protection, roads and other public works, parks and recreation, and planning and development. 
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